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Rom.  i.  part  of  ver.  20. 

The  invijible  Things  of  Him,  from  the  Creation  of 
the  World }  are  clearly  *  known,  being  underflood 
by  the  Things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  Tovoer 
and  Godhead - - . 


H  E  Apoftle  St .  Paul,  having  a  Alerted  the 
tranfcendent  Excellency  and  Advantages  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  as  being  f  the  Power 
of  God  unto  Salvation,  to  every  one  that  obe¬ 
diently  believes  it-,  endeavours,  in  many  Parts 
of  this  Excellent  EpiJUe,  to  prove  its  Divine  Authority  and 
Obligations,  from  the  perfect  Agreement  which  it  bears  with 
tne  Dictates  of  Natural  Religion,  and  with  the  many  clear  and 
unqueftionable  Teftimonies  of  Sacred  Prophecy.  He  plainly 
intimates  to  Us,  in  thefe  Words,  That  the  manifold  Works 
of  Creation  and  Providence  are  fo  many  legible  Characters, 
to  point  out  the  infinite  and  adorable  Perfe&ions  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being  and  claim  a  Religious  Acknowledgment  from 
the  common  Reafon  and  Underftanding  of  Mankind.  In  the 
foiegoing  \ erie,  he  tells  us,  that  there  is  a  to  or  fonie— 

thing  that  may  be  known  of  God,  manifefted  to  all  Men  by 


*  N( HA$o&r.7cti,  i.  e.  perfpicue  cognofcuntur.  Barrens  in  Locum. 
Intellect u m  fubeunt.  Id.  ibid.  Velut  oculis  iplis  fefe  intuenda  prseb  eat.  Beza „ 
t  Ver.  16 . 


the 


m 

the  Light  of  Nature  ;  and  that  this,  fo  far  as  they  either 
ftifle,  or  aft  contrary  to  it,  will  leave  them  *  altogether  with¬ 
out  Excuje.  It  were  greatly  to  be  wiftfd,  that  in  an  Age  and 
Nation  profeffing  the  moft  pure  and  reformed  Chriftianity, 
there  were  no  need  of  looking  back  to  the  firft  Principles  of 
Natural  Religion,  to  recommend  the  invaluable  Bleffing 
of  that  Divine  Revelation,  which  the  Beft  and  Wifeft  of 
Men  have,  for  fo  many  Ages,  unanimoully  efteerrfd  as  the 
greateft  Happinefs  on  this  Side  Heaven  :  But  the  palpable 
Degeneracy  and  Corruption,  both  in  Principles  and  Praftice, 
into  which  not  a  Few,  though  pretending  to  a  more  refined 
Way  of  Thinking,  are  lhamefuliy  lunk  (far,  even  very  far 
beneath  the  Religious  Acknowledgments  of  the  moft  Sober 
and  Confederate  Heathens)  may  be  a  fufficient  Excufe  for  an 
Attempt  of  this  Nature.  It  fhall  therefore  be  the  Defign  of 
my  following  Difcourfe,  to  give  a  brief  Account,  as  far  as 
the  prefent  Time  will  admit, 

i.  Of  the  ftrong  and  univerfal  Obligations  of  Natural 
Religion . 

a.  Of  the  Reafonablenefs,  the  fuperior  Advantages,  and 
ineftimable  Worth  of  the  Chrijlian  Inflitution .  And, 

3.  To  draw  fome  plain  and  rational  Inferences  from  the 
Whole. 

1.  As  to  Natural  Religion. 

/  ^ 

This  will  appear  to  be  ftrongly  recommended  and  enforced, 
from  a  ferious  Confideration  of  the  admirable  Beauty,  the 


excellent 
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excellent  Order  and  infinite  Variety,  the  great  Ufefulnefs  and 
wife  Contrivance  of  all  the  Works  of  Creation  and  Provi¬ 
dence  ;  and  from  the  numberlels  Productions  of  Nature,  fo 
admirably  fuited  to  the  Delight  and  Benefit  of  Rational 
Beings.  Every  Part  of  the  vifible  World,  from  the  Celeftial 
Orbs,  down  to  this  lower  habitable  Earth  ;  from  the  moft 
intelligent  Creature,  to  theloweft  Rank  of  Brutes,  and  even 
to  the  mean  eft  Infect,  Plant  or  Mineral,  muft  needs  appear  to 
every  Serious  and  Thinking  Perfon,  as  the  Contrivance  of  an 
infinitely  Wife  and  Almighty  Agent  ;  and  the  EffeCt  of  un¬ 
erring  Counfel,  as  well  as  of  infinite  Power.  To  obferve  a 
conftant  Order  and  Regularity  among  fo  many  different  Parts ; 
to  fee  the  beautiful  Face  of  Nature  decay,  and,  as  it  were, 
die  every  Year,  and  yet  be  as  conftantly  revived  ;  to  fee  the 
natural  Powers  and  Operations  of  Things  fufpended  or  laid 
afleep,  at  certain  Periods,  and  then  reftored  to  Life  and 
Aftivity,  fo  as  to  produce  their  wonted  definable  Effefts,  for 
the  Comfort  and  Benefit  of  Mankind  ;  cannot,  without  the 
grolfeft  Abfurdity,  be  aferibed  to  blind  Chance,  but  is  an 
undeniable  Proof  of  the  provident  Care,  Wifdom,  Power  and 
Goodnefs  of  the  fupreme  Caufe ,  which  gave  Being  to  all 
Things  ;  and  naturally  tends  to  raife  our  Minds  (as  the  Text 
has  intimated)  both  to  an  Awful  Apprehenfion,  and  a  Re¬ 
ligious  Acknowledgment  of  the  dottle t,  or  invifible  Things  of 
God ,  even  His  Eternal  Power  and  Deity ;  and  likewife,  to 
an  Obedience  fuitable  to  fuch  Knowledge,  i.  e.  to  a  becom- 
ing  Fear,  Love  and  Reverence  of  Him,  as  the  higheft  Good  j 
by  the  Exercife  of  all  thofe  moral  Vertues,  and  religious 
Ads  of  Devotion,  which  are  agreeable  to  His  holy  Nature 
and  Will.  This  is  yet  further  enforced  (as  the  holy  Pfalmift 
*  has  obierved)  from  the  many  Wonders  which  appear  in 


*  Piaim  cxxxix.  14,  15,  16. 


the 


the  Compofition  of  the  Human  Frame:  Of  which  the  Time 
allotted  me  will  admit  only  of  very  brief  and  general  Hints. 
There  is  fcarce  any  Thing,  wherein  the  Divine  Wifdom, 
Power  and  Providence  are  more  confpicuous,  than  in  the 
admirable  Contrivance,  the  exa Qt  Symmetry,  and  the  mutual 
Offices  of  all  the  conftituent  Parts,  both  Solid  and  Fluid  : 
In  the  provident  Defign  of  thofe  numberlefs  and  multiform 
Glands,  fo  curioufly  adapted  to  the  great  Variety  of  neceffary 
Secretions :  And  in  the  happy  Temperament,  the  exquifite 
Texture,  the  regular  Diftribution,  and  impulfive  Energy  of 
the  Blood  and  Spirits,  aided  by  the  volatile  Nitre  of  the  Air, 
both  to  feed  and  cheriffi  the  tender  Lamp  of  Life,  and  to 
preferve  a  due  Exercife  of  the  Locomotive  and  Rational 
Powers.  As  all  thefe  jointly  agree  to  prove  their  Great 
Original  *  fo  they  ought  to  affift  our  Contemplative  Enquiries 
after  Him,  in  whom  we  live ,  and  move ,  and  have  our  Being . 
But,  for  this,  there  will  appear  a  ftronger  Reafon,  if  we  con- 
fider  the  more  Sublime  and  Capacious  Part  of  Man,  the  Im¬ 
mortal  Soul  ;  wherein  he  bears  a  lively  Refemblance  of  his 
Almighty  Creator.  From  the  great  Compafs  of  its  Thoughts, 
the  boundlefs  Extent  of  its  Defires,  and  the  Vaftnefs  of  its 
Capacity,  in  Confidering,  Examining,  Recollecting,  Con¬ 
triving,  Reafoning  ;  comprehending  what  is  paft,  prefent 
and  to  come  ;  forming  Ideas  of  invifible  Objects,  and  reaching 
after  a  more  fuitable  Good  than  the  whole  Creation  affords; 
what  Inference  can  be  more  clear  and  natural,  than  that  there 
is  One,  only  Perfect,  moil  Glorious  and  Infinite  Being,  the 
immenfe  Fountain  of  Life,  Wifdom,  Goodnefs  and  Love; 
who  is  every  way  fufficient  to  fill  and  fatisfy  itsmoft  enlarged 
Defires?  From  that  innate  Principle,  called  Confidence,  the 
faithful  Witnefs  and  Recorder  of  all  our  Actions,  which 
approves  them  whiift  agreeable  to  the  Rules  of  Vertue  and 

Religion^ 
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Religion,  and  gives  us  fuch  a  Truft  in  the  Divine  Goodnefs 
as  is  fuperior  to  all  the  Troubles  of  this  Life  j  but  con¬ 
demns  every  Inftance  of  a  wicked  and  unworthy  Be¬ 
haviour  ;  filling  our  Minds  with  the  juft  Apprehenfions 
of  a  juture  Account  ;  what  Inference  is  more  realbnable, 
tnan  that  there  is  an  Omnilcient  Eye,  always  watching 
over  Us  to  obferve  our  Actions  5  and  a  fupreme  Judge, 

who  Wlil  Pafs  a  Righteous  Sentence  upon  them  ?  Of  this, 
toe  wifer  Sort  of  Heathens  were  apprized  •  when  they 
proved,  by  ftrong  and  invincible  Reafoning,  the  Soul’s  Im¬ 
mortality,  and  eternal  Duration  in  a  Future  State,  from 
its  being  an  Immaterial  Subftance,  and  independent  on 
the  corruptible  Body  •  fuch  as  can  exert  its  Operations  when 
the  Other  is  aileep,  and  appears  no  better  than  a  warm 
Carcafe  5  and  is  often  more  active,  clear  and  vigorous, 
wnen  the  Earthly  Tabernacle,  which  imprifons  it,  is  feeble 
and  decaying.  They  further  argued  for  its  Eternal  and 
Incorruptible  Nature,  from  its  Noble  Afpirations  after 
Divine  Wifdom  j  as  being  Superior  to  all  Bodily  Pleafures,  and 
Senfible  Objeds.  From  whence  they  juftly  inferred,  That 

fme  ™°re  excelIent  and  adequate  Satisfaction  is  prepared 
101  this  Sublimer  Part  of  Man  in  another  World  •  and 

that  this  will  be  fo  truly  perfect,  and  every  way  iufficient 
to  compleat  its  Happinefs,  that  Wifdom,  Knowledge  •  and 
what  foe  ver  tends  to  create  perfeCt  Love,  Satisfaction  and 
Joy,  lhall  be  its  peculiar  Portion  and  Reward  for  ever. 
Great  and  Excellent  Minds  are  ufually  filled  with  the  nioft 
Glorious  and  Exalted  Hopes ;  whilft  their  own  confcious 
i  ertue  and  Integrity  gives  Them  a  decent  and  humble 
Confidence  in  the  Approbation  and  Favour  of  a  Bein- 

on  Ftefhin  G°°dnefs  and  Mercy-  certainly,  no  Temper 
ar  h  is  fo  mean  and  abject,  and  in  a  Word,  fo  truly 

B  "wretched. 
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wretched,  as  Theirs,  who  not  only  content  and  pleafe 
Themfelves  with  a  diftant  Hope,  that  they  fhall  be  No¬ 
thing,  after  this  poor  and  miferable  Life  ;  but,  in  Defpite 
of  Reafon,  and  their  own  frequent  Convi&ions,  labour  to 
fancy  that  They  fhall  be  fo.  A  wretched  Hope,  at  the 
Beft,  if  there  was  any  Ground  for  it  ;  and  fuch  as  Human 
Nature  would  fhudder  at  the  Thoughts  of,  if  they  were 
not  confcious  of  a  Behaviour  which  has  made  them  in¬ 
capable  of  any  thing0  better,  and  juftly  liable  to  what  is 
infinitely  worfe !  The  Infpired  Pfahnifi  therefore,  with  great 
Juftnefs,  pronounces  that  Man  a  Fool ,  who  prefumes  to  en¬ 
tertain  the  leaf!;  Imagination  in  his  Heart,  that  there  is  no 
God ,  and  confequently  no  future  State  of  Rewards  and 
Punifhment.  For,  if  he  was  of  a  found  Mind,  his  own 
Reafon  and  Gonfcience  would  affure  him  of  the  contrary  ; 
and  that  Mankind,  without  a  farther  View  of  Happinefs 
than  this  World  can  afford,  from  that  very  Power  of  Think¬ 
ing,  which  dignifies  them  fo  much  beyond  the  lower  fen- 
fltive  Beings,  would  in  Reality  become  the  moft  uneafy  and 
difconfolate  Part  of  the  whole  Creation.  Now,  if  it  will 
oblige  thofe  unhappy  Perfons,  who  are  under  fuch  a  defpe- 
rate  Infatuation  5  let  it  be  fuppofed,  againft  all  the  Reafon 
in  the  World,  and  the  ftrongeft  Proofs  which  any  future 
Things  are  capable  of,  that  the  Hopes  of  a  Bleffed  Immor¬ 
tality  fhould  prove  deceitful  at  the  laft;  yet  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  even  by  the  unfaireft  Adverfaries,  that  they 
are  Great  and  Glorious  Hopes,  every  way  fuited  to  the 
Dignity  of  an  human  Mind  ;  and  that  there  is,  at  leaft,  a 
prefent  Advantage  attending  them  :  As  they  are  powerful 
enough  to  regulate  the  diforderly  Paffions  and  Affections, 
to  fupport  a  Man  under  all  the  Evils  of  this  Life,  and  to 

carry  him,  with  Serenity  and  Comfort,  through  the  gloomy 

Shades 
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Shades  of  Death,  So  that  every  bold  Scoffer  at  Religion, 
if  he  will  exclude  himfelf  from  a  Share  in  thefe  invaluable 
Hopes,  without  pretending  to  fubflitute  any  Equivalent  in 
the  Room  of  them,  would  do  well  to  confider  how  much 
he  is  an  Enemy  to  the  common  Good  of  others,  as  well  as 
his  own ;  fince  Religion  is  of  fo  vaft  Importance  to 
the  Happinefs  and  orderly  Government  of  the  World, 
that  it  could  not  long  fubfift  without  thole  ennobling  Yertues 
which  are  powerfully  recommended  and  enjoined  by  the 
Chriltian  Difpenfation.  Therefore 

2.  It  behoves  Us  to  confider,  with  Minds  unprejudiced, 
the  Reafonablenefs,  the  fuperior  Advantages,  and  in- 
eftimable  Worth  of  that  Holy  Inllitution. 

And  certainly,  if  we  take  a  View  of  that  Bright  and 
Glorious  Scene  which  the  Evangelical  Doctrine  has  laid  open 
to  Mankind,  we  lhall  find  it  every  way  amiable,  attractive 
and  delightful,  beyond  all  Comparifon,  and  above  the 
higheft  Elegancy  of  Expreffion  ;  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
infinite  Wifdom,  Mercy  and  Goodnels  of  God,  and  to  the 
Miferies,  Wants,  Imperfections,  and  even  the  molt  exalted 
Wilhes  of  reafonable  Beings.  A  DoCtrine,  which  has  clearly 
revealed  to  Us  much  more  than  the  Light  of  Nature,  or 
the  Mofaical  Inftitution  could  ever  have  done,  concerning 
the  Glorious  Attributes  of  the  Almighty,  and  His  delightful 
Propenfion  to  bellow  Pardon,  Peace,  Confolation  and  Eternal 
Happinefs  on  Mankind  *  under  the  molt  mild  and  merciful 
Conditions,  not  only  practicable,  but  eafy  and  pleafant  in 
themfelves !  A  DoCtrine  founded  in  Love  and  Pity,  full  of 
Condefcention  and  Goodnels,  and  of  the  fweeteft  Encourage¬ 
ment  and  Hope  ;  fuited  to  the  frail  and  fallen  State  of  Human 

b  2  Nature, 
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Nature,  and  in  every  Refped,  worthy  of  the  infinite  and 
adorable  Perfections  of  its  Divine  Author;  as  it  eminently 
tends  to  reftore  them  to  a  State  of  Purity,  refembling  the 
moral  Reditude  of  the  Supreme  and  Eternal  Mind  !  Some 
of  the  Learned  and  Deep-thinking,  among  the  Heathen- 
Writers,  were  fenfibly  affected  with  the  univerfal  Corruption 
and  Degeneracy  of  Human  Nature  ;  particularly  Plato, 
Maximus  Pyrius  and  Jambltcus  ;  though  they  were  ignorant 
of  the  only  true  Means  of  its  Reparation.  For,  if  the  whole 
Human  Race  be  confidered  as  fallen,  and  eftranged  from 
God,  they  cannot  but  be  expofied  to  many  anxious  and  per¬ 
plexing  Fears,  with  regard  to  that  Future  and  Everlafting 
State,  which  their  Immortal  Souls  muft  unavoidably  enter 
upon,  at  the  laying  down  of  thefe  frail  and  perifhing  Bodies. 
When  they  refled  ferioufly,  they  muft  needs  be  fenfible  of 
what  is  affeited  in  Holy  Writ,  Phut  all  have  finned,  and  fallen 
jhort  of  the  Glory ^  of  God ;  and  that  the  numberlefs  Offences 
of  their  whole  Lives  will  lie  upon  them  as  an  infupportable 
Weight,  which  no  future  Obedience,  if  they  could  attain  to 
it  in  never  fb  great  Perfection,  can  poflibly  atone  for:  So 
that,  without  the  Sovereign  Mercy  of  that  Infinite  Being, 
whom  they  are  confcious  of  having  grievoufly  offended 
they  muft  bear  tne  Guilt  and  Punilhment  to  Eternity.  In 
this  deplorable  Cafe,  their  ownReafonand  Confidence,  which 
is  the  pure  Voice  of  Nature,  can  afford  but  little  Comfort; 
01,  at  beft,  no  folid  and  latisfadory  Affurance,  from  any 
general  Notions  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs  :  So  that  the  Mind, 
being  vaiioufly  cxercifed  between  the  Two  contrary  Paffions 
of  Hope  and  Fear,  is  altogether  at  a  Lofs  where  to  fix  itfelf 
This  naturally  tends  to  extinguifh  all  folid  Peace  and  Joy; 
and  both  to  damp  and  enfeeble  the  adive  Powers  of  the  Soul, 
m  its  Endeavours  of  Amendment ;  fo  long  as  the  Succefs 
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appears  doubtful,  and  the  Acceptance  of  fuch  Endeavours 
uncertain.  Now,  under  this  weak  and  helplefs  State,  we 
are  affured,  that  Grace  and  Truth  came ,  or  were  manifefted 
to  the  World,  by  Jefus  Chrifi  :  Grace ,  or  Favour,  to  free 
them  from  the  condemning  Power  of  the  Divine  Law;  and 
Truth ,  to  guide  and  eftablifh  them  in  the  Way  of  Peace  and 
Holinefs.  By  the  infinite  Value  of  His  Sacrifice,  He  has 
delivered  all  thofe  who  obediently  believe  in  Him,  from 
the  Sentence  of  Eternal  Death  ;  and  by  His  perfect  Obe¬ 
dience  He  has  purchafed  for  them  Reconciliation,  and  Ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God.  In  Him,  the  Sacred  Harmony  of  the 
Divine  Attributes  is  eminently  exalted,  and  difplay'd  to 
Mankind  :  So  that  Juftice  and  Holinefs,  Mercy  and  Truth 
have  met  together  ;  and  Right  eoufnefs,  joy  and  Peace  have' 
kijjed  each  other .  If  we  trace  him  through  the  Abort  Time 
of  his  Abode  on  Earth,  we  fhall  find  the  bright  Rays  of 
Divinity  fhining  with  a  fuper-eminent  Luftre,  in  his  Perfon, 
Doctrine  and  Works  ;  and  proving  his  divine  Million  and 
Authority  with  the  moft  convincing  and  irrefiftable  Light. 
His  mean  and  humble  Birth,  though  fuited  to  the  happy  End 
for  which  he  came  into  the  World,  was  attended  with  a 
glorious  Retinue  of  witneffing  Hngels  ;  who  proclaimed^ 
with  a  Tranfport  of  joy,  the  blelfed  Defign  and  invaluable 
Benefits  of  his  wonderful  Incarnation  :  And  whilft  the 
Eternal  Deity  condefcended  to  humble  Himfelf  with  a  State 
of  Infancy  below,  an  extraordinary  Star ,  fuch  as  the  World 
had  never  feen,  and  acknowledged  with  diftinguifhing  Re¬ 
marks,  even  by  Heathen  Writers,  appeared  as  his  Witnefs 
and  Record  in  Heaven.  This  was  confirmed  by  thofe  pious 
and  difcerning  Sages ,  who,  by  its  fpecial  Guidance,  came  ib 
far  from  the  Eaftern  Parts  of  the  World,  to  pay  their  early 
Homage  to  the  Saviour  and  King  of  JjraeL  By  a  Divine 

Impulfe, 
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Impulfe,  the  Good  old  Simeon  and  Anna)  who,  in  a  long 
continued  Courfe  of  Devotion  and  Prayer,  had  waited  jor  the 
Covfolation  of  IJ'rael ,  with  an  Ecftacy  of  Joy,  bare  an  open 
Teftimony  to  the  Holy  Child  Jefus  ;  as  the  Accomplishment 
of  the  Promife  made  to  their  Fore-fathers,  and  exactly  agree¬ 
ing  with  the  Characters  recorded  of  hitn  by  their  own  Prophets . 
The  Learned  Dotfors  and  Chief  Rabbies,  with  whom  he 
difputed,  at  Twelve  Years  old,  were  abundantly  convinced 
that  his  Wifdom  and  Depth  of  Reafoning  were  more  than 
Human,  whilft  their  prejudiced  Minds  would  not  ftoop  to 
acknowledge  him  as  fuch.  At  his  Publick  Baptifm,  both 
the  Father  and  Holy  Spirit  attefted  that  he  was  the  Son  of 
God ,  and  the  true  Meffiah  :  The  former,  by  an  audible 
Voice  from  Heaven;  and  the  latter,  by  defeending  vifibly 
upon  him,  in  the  Refemblance  of  a  Dove .  His  Doctrine, 
which  tended  to  promote  the  pureft  Morality,  and  the  Love 
of  God,  was  clear,  plain  and  familiar,  yet  awfully  Majeftick; 
and  *  confelfed  to  furpafs  all  that  the  World  had  ever  heard. 
His  Miracles  were  generally  adapted  to  relieve  the  Miferies 
of  Mankind,  and  acknowledged  by  his  bittereft  Enemies, 
to  be  unqueftionable  ;  whilft,  with  equal  Malice  and  Abfur- 
dity,  they  aferibed  them  to  an  Infernal  Power.  Every  Blind 
Perfon,  whom  he  reftored  to  SigEt,  in  the  View  of  numberlefs 
Spectators,  could  not  but  difeern  his  Almighty  and  irrefiftible 
Hand :  And  every  dead  Body,  whom  he  inftantaneoufly 
raifed  to  Life,  was  an  unexceptionable  Proof  that  the  Fulnefs 
of  the  Godhead  dwelt  in  Him .  The  latter  returned  from  a  State 
of  Silence,  to  proclaim  his  Glory ;  and  gave  a  powerful 
Teftimony  to  his  Million  from  Heaven.  The  Evil  Spirits 
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which  were  eje&ed  by  him,  not  only  obeyed  his  refi-ftlefs 
Commands,  but  were  more  Orthodox  than  the  reviling  Pha- 
rijees ,  or  modern  Infidels  ;  for  they  acknowledged  that  he 
was  the  Chrifi ,  the  Holy  One  of  God,  In  a  Word  ;  Miracles 
attended  him  to  the  Crofs,  and  to  the  Grave;  darkened  the 
Sun,  for  Three  Hours  in  its  Meridian  Strength,  when  no 
Eclipfe  could  happen  from  a  Natural  Caufe;  fhook  the  Earth 
to  its  deepeft  Center  ;  rent  in  twain  the  awful  Partition  of  the 
mo  ft  Holy  Place  ;  releas'd  many  of  the  Prifoners  of  Hope ,  to 
accompany  their  Almighty  Deliverer,  by  an  earlier  Flight 
into  the  Regions  of  Bleffednefe  ;  and  opened  the  guarded 
Sepulchre  at  the  prefixed  Time,  to  make  Way  for  his  Re- 
afcenfion  to  the  Right  Hand  of  the  Majefiy  on  high .  Nor 
did  the  Witneffes  to  his  Deity,  and  Heavenly  Do&rine,  ceafe 
here  :  For,  as  the  Author  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews 
teftifics,  7 Pat  Word  of  Salvation  which  was ,  at  the  frfi , 
fpoken  by  fie  Jus  the  Lord ,  was  afterwards  confirmed  and  pub - 
lifhed  to  the  World  by  ihoje  that  heard  him:  God  himfelf 
bearing  them  Witnefs ,  both  with  Signs  and  Miracles ,  and  diver je 
Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghofi ,  according  to  his  own  JVilL  Thus5 
the  Truth  and  Certainty,  the  irrefiftible  Force  and  Efficacy 
of  this  Divine  Do&rine,  againft  the  united  Malice  and  Op¬ 
position  both  of  fiewifh  and  Gentile  Adverfaries,  became 
transmitted  to  ail  Nations,  in  their  great  Variety  of  Lan¬ 
guages;  and  being  eminently  accompanied  with  the  imme¬ 
diate  Influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  made  inch  powerful  Im- 
preffion  on  their  Minds,  as  proved  abundantly  fufficient  both 
to  convince  an  Unbelieving  World,  and  to  change  the  very 
Frame  and  Complexion  of  their  Souls  into  the  Love  and 
Obedience,  and  even  into  the  Nature  and  Likenefs  of  it. 
To  contemplate  the  Beauty,  the  Reafonablenefs  and  the  in- 
eftimable  Advantages  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  in  refpedt  of 
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the  piefent,  and  of  the  future  Life,  is  indeed  powerful  enough 
to  recommend  it  in  every  Age.  But  what  is  this,  to  a  Mind 
foul’d  with  inveterate  Prejudice,  drowned  in  Senfuality,  and 
hardened  by  inch  atheiftical  Notions  as  are  fuited  to  its  own 
unhappy  Choice  ?  In  the  ordinary  Courfe,  and  Reafon  of 
Things,  the  Tongue  of  Man,  or  of  an  Angel,  can  avail 
but  little,  till  the  Minds  of  fiich  Perfons  are  previoufly  dif- 
poled  to  receive  the  moft  facred  and  important  Truth  with 
Meeknefs  and  pure  Affeftion ;  and  with  a  Willingnefs  to 
lubmit  to  clear  and  rational  Evidence  of  its  Divine  Authority, 
and  of  the  happy  Ends  for  which  it  was  fo  gracioufly  re¬ 
vealed  to  Mankind.  Such  is  that  holy  and  invaluable  Re¬ 
ligion  which  we  profefs  :  A  Religion,  that  is  perfectly  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Dictates  of  pure  and  unprejudiced  Reafon;  as  it 
highly  tends  to  illuftrate  the  infinite  Wifdom,  Goodnefs  and 
Love  of  God,  and  lays  the  only  Foundation  of  true  Hap- 
pinefs  to  Mankind  in  this  World,  with  the  fure  Pledge  of  a 
blefled  Immortality  in  the  next.  A  Religion  planted  by 
Men  of  the  mofl  holy  and  unblemifhed  Characters  :  Who, 
for  the  Love  of  it,  quitted  all  the  pleating  Gratifications  of 
this  Life ;  and,  after  a  Courfe  of  the  moft  painful  Labours, 
Hardlhips  and  Sufferings  on  Earth,  joyfully  offered  up  their 
L.ives,  in  the  Defence  of  it.  A  Religion  embraced,  and 
eminently  vindicated  againft  the  groundlefs  Cavils  of  its 
avowed  Enemies,  by  Men  of  the  cleared:  Reafon,  the  moft 
■difcerning  Judgment,  and  the  moft  diftinguifhing  Abilities  in 
every  Age  ;  as  well  as  powerfully  recommended  by  fuch 
vifible  Credentials  from  Heaven,  as  plainly  prove  its  great 
Original,  the  eternal  Fountain  of  Wifdom  and  Truth.  It 
has  hitherto  made  its  Way,  with  Victory  and  Triumph, 
through  all  the  Oppofition  of  former  Ages,  and  will  continue 
to  do  fo,  unto  the  End  of  Time ;  when  its  Glorious  Author 
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ft  all  appear,  with  the  Enfigns  of  Divine  Majefty,  to  judge 
the  World  in  Right  eoufnefs,  and  to  give  a  fuitable  Reward 
botii  to  tne  faithful  Pioieffors,  and  the  obftinate  Contemners 
of  it. 

I  would  conclude  this  Argument  with  two  or  three  plain 
and  rational  Inferences,  adapted  to  the  too  growing  Infidelity 
of  the  prefent  Age.  And, 

i.  We  may  hence  infer  the  Agreeablenefs  and  Subferviency 
of  Natural  Religion  to  that  which  is  Revealed. 

The  former  leads  Men  to  an  awful  and  religious  Acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  Wifdom,  Power  and  Goodnefs  of  God,  and 
of  his  great  Beneficence  to  Mankind,  from  the  Works  of 
Lieation,  and  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  his  Providence  j  to¬ 
gether  with  lome  Icind  of  general  Hope  in  his  Mercy  :  But 
the  latter  plainly  points  out  to  them  the  bleifed  Means  of 
their  Reconciliation,  confidered  as  fallen  and  miferable  Crea¬ 
tures  j  with  the  only  acceptable  Manner  of  ferving  him, 
according  to  the  infinite  Purity  of  his  Nature  and  Will. 

I  o  contemn  01  vilify  this,  where  it  has  been  long  received 
and  enjoyed,  is  offering  Violence  to  Reafon,  and  the  Light 
of  Nature  :  And  as  it  will  prove  the  *  great,  or  moft  diftin- 
guiihing  Condemnation,  in  the  final  Day  of  Account ;  fo  it 
muff  needs  intitle  to  a  far  greater  Degree  of  Guilt  and  Pu- 
nilhment,  than  that  of  the  moft  Ignorant  and  Idolatrous 
among  the  Heathen  W  orld.  For  every  Inch  prefumptuous, 
incorrigible  and  unthinking  Perfon,  as  will  rejeft  or  difparage 
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a  Divine  Revelation,  mercifully  intended  for  the  higheft 
Happinefs  of  Mankind,  wilfully  prefers  the  dim  Light  of 
an  imagined  Self-fufficiency,  to  the  Truth,  Wifdom  and  Love 
of  God  ;  and  thereby  finks  very  far  beneath,  or  rather  ads 
contrary  to  the  pure  Didates  of  Natural  Religion,  and  of 
that  very  Reafon  which  he  has  made  his  Idol,  and  fondly 
contends  for.  "Tis,  indeed,  amazingly  ftrange,  that  any  one, 
who  will  give  way  to  a  Juftnefs  of  Thought,  can  have  a 
low  Efteem  of  fuch  a  Religion,  as  effedually  tends  to  de¬ 
liver  Mankind  from  Sin,  from  Mifery,  and  eternal  Death. 
What  an  Height  of  Infatuation  mu  ft  it  needs  be,  to  defpife, 
and  undervalue  a  Dodrine,  which  gives  the  only  true  Hopes 
of  Pardon,  Reconciliation  and  everlafting  Happinefs,  to  thofe 
who  had  altogether  forfeited  it !  which  incourages  and  en¬ 
ables  Men  to  appear  before  God  with  Comfort ;  though  their 
Sins  and  Failings  are  many,  and  the  beft  of  their  Obedience 
fhaded  with  Imperfedion  !  And  which  propofes  thefe  invalu¬ 
able  Privileges,  upon  the  moft  folid  and  infallible  Grounds  ; 
fuch  as  the  Veracity  and  Faithfulnefs  of  God  1 

a.  From  what  has  been  already  faid,  we  may  infer  the 
Unreafonablenefs,  the  extream  Folly,  and  the  final 
Mifery  of  entertaining  loofe  and  atheiftical  Sentiments. 

Not  only  the  abundant  Teftimonies  in  Holy  Scripture, 
but  our  own  Reafon  allures  us,  That  there  is  a  natural  Senfe 
of  a  Deity  implanted  in  all  Reafonable  Beings ;  which  is  the 
firft  Principle  of  true  Religion.  As  this  is  cherifhed  and 
obeyed,  ftwill  neceflTarily  lead  Men  to  an  humble  Truft  and 
Confidence,  and  to  a  fuperlatiye  Joy  and  Delight  in  that  in¬ 
finitely  Gracious  Being,  as  the  firft  and  chief  Good.  The 
further  happy  Confluence  will  be  a  conftant  Endeavour  to 
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pleafe  and  honour  Him,  by  the  internal  Ads  of  Adoration 
and  Praife,  and  by  a  Conformity  to  all  his  imitable  Perfections. 
But  every  Diffolute,  Sceptical  and  Unbelieving  Perfon,  by 
affuming  a  State  of  Independence,  ads  contrary  to  the  genuine 
Didates  of  his  own  Undemanding;  puts  a  Force  upon  Nature, 
and  violates  the  eternal  Rules  of  Realon  and  Truth.  Having 
by  gradual  Steps,  made  the  dreadful  Conqueft  upon  himfelf 
fo  as  to  bear  down  the  troublefome  Convidions  of  Confcience, 
and  all  ferious  Reflexion,  it  becomes  necefiary  to  the  Quiet 
of  fuch  a  ftupid  and  indolent  State  of  Mind,  to  form  a  Set  of 
Notions  fuitable  to  the  Support  of  it ;  and  to  imagine,  againft 
the  ftrongeft  Evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  there  is  no  Su¬ 
preme,  Omnifcient  and  Almighty  Being  ;  that  the  moral 
Difference  between  Good  and  Evil  is  altogether  imaginary  r 
that  Men  are  wholly  at  Liberty  to  gratify  Senfe,  in  all  its 
Exorbitances ;  without  being  liable  either  to  Self-condem¬ 
nation  at  prefent,  or  to  any  Superior  Power,  that  can  call 
them  to  a  future  Account;  and  that  when  they  die,  their 
whole  Being  will  be  extind,  and  all  the  Principles  of  Nature 
reduced  to  their  firft  Nothing.  But  this  is  fuch  a  wild,  ex¬ 
travagant  and  inconfiftent  Way  of  Thinking  (if  it  can  de- 
ferve  the  Name  of  Thought)  as  contradids  the  common 
Principles  of  Reafon  and  Truth,  and  the  univerfal  Sentiments 
of  the  Sober  and  Judicious  Part  of  Mankind,  in  every  Ape 
and  Nation  fince  the  World  began :  And  it  is  fo  far  from 
affording  any  folid  Satisfadion  to  thofe  unhappy  Perfons  who 
prefumptuoufly  cherilh  it,  that  they  are  feldom,  for  any  long 
Time,  confident  with  themfelves.  Their  whole  Scheme  is 
made  up  of  bare  Negatives,  and  refolute  Contradiction; 
whilic  the  bell  Notions  they  have  ever  yet  advanced,  are  fo 
precarious,  that  no  wife  and  thinking  Perfon,  if  he  had  Ten 
thoufand  Souls,  would  venture  One  of  them  upon  fo  weak  a 
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Foundation.  Doubts  and  Fears  very  often  unavoidably  break 
in  upon  them  :  So  that,  in  many  known  Xnflances,  they  have 
not  been  able  to  conceal  the  Force  of  terrible  Conviftions,  at 
the  Approaches  of  Death  ;  nor  the  Dread  of  a  Deity,  to  exa¬ 
mine  and  pafs  a  Righteous  Sentence  upon  their  pall  Conducl. 
As  the  trueft  Satisfaction  in  the  World  arifes  from  a  lively 
Senfe  of  Reconciliation  with  God  ;  from  a  Conformity  to  the 
Principles  of  rectified  Reafon,  and  to  the  immutable  Rule  of 
Riehteoufnefs  and  Truth  which  he  has  revealed  to  Mankind ; 
and,  in  one  Word,  from  a  Mind  tinftured  with  univerfal 
Goodnefs  :  So  there  is  no  greater  Anxiety  or  Difquiet,  which 
we  can  form  an  Idea  of,  than  that  which  arifes  from  a  DiAruft 
of  the  Being,  Wifdom,  Goodnefs  and  Love  of  God;  from  a 
fixed  Prejudice  againft,  and  a  refolute  Endeavour  to  efface 
the  indelible  Principles  of  Natural  Religion,  which  Mankind 
in  general  alien  t  to,  and  which  are  the  Foundation  of  Safety, 
Comfort  and  Happinefs  to  the  Univerfe.  All  the  forced 
Gaiety,  and  bold  Sallies  of  fatirical  Wit  cannot  keep  up  a 
tolerable  Evennefs  in  fuch  miferably  diftorted  Minds.  For 
Nature  will  fometimes  recoil,  and  be  too  hard  for  them  . 

/  e 

Jealoufies  and  Doubts  will  alternately  prevail;  and  force  them, 
as  much  as  is  poffible,  to  flee  from  their  own  guilty  Thoughts, 
and  from  the  wild  Notions  which  they  have  imbibed,  by  fuch 
dreadful,  and  yet  unavoidable  Suggeftions  as  thefe,  a  What 
u  if,  after  all,  it  ftiould  be  found  that  there  is  a  Supreme, 
a  infinitely  Wife,  Powerful  and  Righteous  Being  ?  That  he 
cc  will  judge  all  Mankind  according  to  the  Purity  of  that  Law 
a  implanted  in  their  Nature  ;  and  fuch  as  have  enjoy'd  the 
a  Revelation  of  his  bleffed  Will,  according  to  their  faithful 
u  Obedience,  or  prefumptuous  Contempt  of  it  ?  And  that  he 
a  will  uphold  their  Being,  in  an  eternal  Duration,  to  un- 
u  dergo  the  invariable  Sanctions  of  that  Divine  Law,  both 
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a  Natural  and  Revealed,  which  he  had  enjoyned  them  ? 
Therefore, 

Ladiy,  we  may  infer,  that  the  true  Happinefs  of  this  Life, 
as  well  as  the  only  comfortable  Profped  into  Eternity, 
is  founded  in  the  Chriftian  Dodrine  and  Faith* 

If  there  be  any  fuch  Happinefs  as  is  worthy  of  human 
Nature,  to  be  enjoyed  or  hoped  for  in  this  World  ;  if  pure 
and  uncorrupted  Reafon,  and  not  vitiated  Appetites,  be  ad¬ 
mitted  for  the  true  Standard  of  Pleafure;  it  will  undeniably 
follow,  that  he  is  the  happieft  Man  upon  Earth,  who  lives 
according  to  the  Purity  of  his  Reafon,  guided  by  the  fuperior 
Light  of  Divine  Revelation.  He  enjoys  a  Pleafure  and  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  every  way  worthy  of  himfelf ;  fuch  as  arifes  from 
a  Great  and  Generous  Mind,  from  a  condant  Co  uric  of  good 
and  vertuous  Adions,  and  a  right  Ufeof  that  Liberty,  which, 
as  a  moral  Agent,  he  has  been  intruded  with,  by  the  fupreme 
and  infinitely  Wife  Being.  For  it  is  no  other  than  a  natural 
Confequence,  that  every  one  who  is  fo  happy  as  to  live  thus, 
by  the  pure  Rules  of  Bveafon  and  Religion,  fhould  be  always 
confident  with  himfelf ;  free  from  the  Violence  of  hurtful 
and  irregular  Paffions ;  and,  being  at  Peace  with  God,  through 
]efus  Chrid,  diould  enjoy  the  continual  Repad  of  a  good 
Confcience,  which  the  whole  World  cannot  rob  him  of.  His 
Courfe  on  Earth  is  eafy  and  fafe,  and  his  Prolped  into  Hea¬ 
ven  clear  and  unclouded  ;  whild  he  deadily  purfues  the  true 
End  of  Living,  and  keeps  the  Incorruptible  Crown,  of  a 
BlelTed  Immortality,  always  in  View.  Happy  then,  is  every 
one,  who,  by  the  Divine  Bleffing  on  a  Religious  Education, 
has  made  a  fair  Progrefs  in  the  Ways  of  Chridian  Piety. 
For  (whatfoever  feme  may  think  to  the  contrary)  to  efcape 
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the  flowing  Torrent  of  Profanenefs  and  Infidelity,  in  a  loofe 
and  degenerate  Age;  to  love  and  honour  the  Beft  andKindeft 
Being,  by  an  obedient  Conformity  to  his  revealed  Will ;  to  be 
daily  converfant  in  the  Statutes  of  Heaven,  the  Sacred  Springs 
of  Divine  Knowledge,  and  the  unerring  Rule  of  Life;  and 
to  contemplate  the  adorable  Perfedions  of  Him  who  is  infi¬ 
nitely  Fairer  than  the  Children  of  Men ;  of  Him  who  is  the 
ElTcntiah  Wifdom  and  Glory  of  the  Father ,  full  of  Grace  and 
faith ;  is  a  Proof  of  the  moft  exalted  Vertue,  the  founded: 
Judgment,  and  the  moft  excellent  Conduct.  In  a  Word;  the 
Mind  that  is  thus  happily  inriched,  has  a  Treafure  inex- 
hauftible,  an  everlafting  PolTeffion,  and  a  lively  Fore-tafte  of 
tuat  future  Bleffcdneis  which  it  ardently  aipires  after.  This 
will  not  only  keep  a  Man  in  perked  Friendlhip  with  himfelf, 
and  with  ail  otheis  of  the  moft  oiftingui thing  Judgment  and 
Merit,  but,  when  he  comes  to  finifh  his  Days  in  Peace,  will 
accompany  him  into  the  other  World,  and  receive  a’  final 
Approbation  from  the  infinitely  good  and  gracious  Being,  the 
Supreme  judge  and  Rewarder  of  all  Mankind. 

And  now,  having  endeavoured  to  Ihew  the  Harmony  be¬ 
tween  Natural  Religion,  and  that  which  is  divinely  Revealed  ; 
and  like  wife  the  Unrealbnablenels,  Folly  and  Danger  of 
Atheiftical  Sentiments ;  give  me  Leave  to  add,  That  Tou, 
Gentlemen ,  whofe  proper  Bufinefs  it  is,  to  know  and  fearch 
farther  into  the  many  uletul  Produdions  of  Nature,  in  the 
\  ege table,  Animal  and  Mineral  Worlds,  with  their  various 
Prepaiations  and  Improvements ;  'Hou,  who  have  fo  many  Op¬ 
portunities  to  obferve  the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  the  Divine 
Providence,  both  in  implanting  their  peculiar  Vertues,  and 
difco.-Mng  their  admirable  Efficacy,  to  relieve  the  Maladies 
and  Miferies  of  Mankind  ;  You,  I  fay,  would  be,  of  all  Men 
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the  raoft  inexcusable,  if  you  fliould  be  fo  unmindful  of  the 
Gracious  Author  and  Giver  of  all  good  Things,  as  to  fall  in 
with  that  Deluge  of  Profanenefs  and  Irreligion,  which  feems 
to  be  more  and  more  breaking  in  upon  us:  And  efpecially,  if 
Sou  fhould,  in  any  meafure  countenance  the  daring  Efforts 
of  thofe  Enemies  to  human  Happinefs,  who  take  a  Pride  in 
vilifying  their  Almighty  Creator  and  Benefaftor,  in  his  Name, 
Honour  and  Worfhip;  and  in  the  Revelation  of  his  Bleffed 
Will  to  Mankind,  by  Jefus  Chrif.  /  hope  far  better  Things 
of  Jou :  And  make  no  Queftion,  but  that  You  will  unant- 
moully  agree  with  the  Holy  Pfalnnfi  in  thofe  becomin-  Ac- 

Jcnowkdgments, - 0  Lord ,  how  excellent  is  thy  Name°in  all 

the  Earth  .  How  manifold  are  thy  Works  /  In  Wifdom  haft  thou 
made  them  ail  j  the  Earth  is  full  of  thy  Riches.  O  that  Men 
would  therefore  praife  the  Lord  for  his  Goodnefs ,  and  for  his 
wonderful  Works  to  the  Children  of  Men !  And,  above  all 
that  You  will  join  with  the  Great  Jpoftle, ,  in  giving  thanks  to 
^odthe  Father  through  Jefus  Chrifl  :  By  whom,  and  for  whom 
all  things  were  created,  both  in  Heaven  and  on  Earth :  and  in 
whom  are  h  id  all  the  treafures  of  Divine  Wifdom  and  Knowledge. 

Having  fuch  a  fure  Anchor,  in  the  Divine  Promifes,  which 
are  immutable,  as  the  Supreme  and  infinite  Being,  I  prefume 
i°u  vhl  proceed,  with  a  pious  and  ftedfaft  Rcfolution,  to 
,ay  nold  on  the  bleffed  Hope  of  eternal  Life,  which  God,  who 
cannot  lye,  has  given  as  in  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. 
At  whofe  glorious  Appearance,  all  the  dark  Mifts  of  Scepticifm 
gnoiance  and  Error,  which  now  arife  out  of  the  Bottomlejs 
l  it,  fhall  be  eternally  diffipated  j  to  make  Way  for  that 
happy  and  defirable  State  of  Things,  wherein  a  clear  and 
comprehensive  Knowledge  in  the  deep  Myfterics  of  Nature 

3nd  Pr0yidence’  J0Ined  with  univerfal  Charity,  fhall  ffine 

out 
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out  in  its  pcrfeft  Luftre:  And  wherein  there  fhall  he  no  more 
Death ,  neither  Sichiefs,  Sorrow  or  Pain  j  but  all  the  ufeful 
Labours  You  have  undergone,  in  relieving  the  Miferiesof  the 
Afflifted,  fhall  return  an  Hundred-fold  into  Your  own  Bofom, 
and  be  everlaftingly  rewarded  with  that  diftinguifhing  Sen¬ 
tence  — —  Well  done ,  good  and  faithful  Servants ;  enter  Te  Into 
the  Joy  of  your  Lord • 

Which  God  grant ,  for  his  Mercies  fake  in  Jefus  Chrijl : 
tfo  whom ,  with  the  Holy  Ghofl ,  he  all  Honour  and 
Glory  y  both  now  and  for  ever .  Amen. 
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